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Rcgisiative Council,

Thursday, 22nd XNovember, 1928.
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Queations : Road comstruction, Qbooli 1987
Electoral districta, quotas ... 1067
Motlen : Publlc services, iate Hom. J. 'E. Dodd .- 1067
Bllls : Road Closura (Qnmn Street), roturned . 1970
Eduomiion, returned . 1970
Group Settlement Act Amend.ment.. Beport .. 1970

Quarty Raltway Extenmsion, 2R. .. e 1920
Electora) Dhtrlch Act Amﬂmb RE. .

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.tn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ROAD CONSTRUCTION,
GHOOLI.

Hon. 1. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Have the Yigarn Road Board
been refused permission to construct a road
through Ghooli Experimental Farm to the
Ghooli railway siding? 2, If so, will any
financial assistance be given by the Govern-
ment to the Yilgarn Road Board towards
the construction of the additional road neces-
sary to give settlers access to this siding?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: L,
Yes. 2, If the Yugarn Road Board makes
application for assistance it will receive
consideration.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS,
QUOTAS,

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Chief See-
retary : Has the Chief Electoral Officer sub-
mitted any reports under Section 10 (2b)
of the Electoral Districts Aet, 1923, notify-
ing that the rolls made up for any triennial
election had shown that the enrolment in
not less than five cleetoral distriets had
fallen short of, or exceeded, by 20 per
centum, the quota for such districts under
that Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No.
The Bill for a redistribution of seats in ae-
cordance with the division of the State into
electoral districts by the Commissioners pur-
suant to Seetion 3 was not passed. There-
fore the quota and the proposed division
lapsed and paragraph (b) of subsection {2}
of Section 10 relating to u re-division of the
State into electoral districts was inoperative,
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MOTION—PUBLIG S8ERVIOES, LATE
HON. J. E. DODD.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metrapolitan)
[433): T move—

1, That this House requests the Goverument
to afford Parliament an opportunity to give
cffect to some form of recognition of the great
services rendered to this State by the late Hon.
J, E. Dodd. 2, That the forevomg resolution
be transnnttcd to the chislative Assembly,
and its concurrence desired therein,

I shall best achieve my chject by asking
meinbers to caryy the motion unanivously,
with the fewest possible words in introdue-
tion and in support of it. Members all re-
mentber Mr, Dodd and many knew him
much betier than I did. Therefore I shall
not stress to any extent the good gualities
our laie friend possessed. Having been in
the State for many vyears, Mr. Dodd was
first knowa to me as a secretary of one f
the industrial unions on the goldfields. He
was an ideal seeretary, a man of great vision,
who always vealised the economie loss that
followed in the wake of strikes ur lock-ouis
and, therefore, always strove to prevent any
sessation of work. By so doing, he not ouly
henefited the workers themselves primarily,
but the employers too, and the State mater-
ially benefited throngh the wheels of indus-
try being kept revolving, Following his
position a5 a unien secretary, he eame to
this House and, before I hecame a member,
Mr. Dodd was a Minisfer of the Crown. Tn
those days I viewed his aetions not from
the floor below, bot from the gallery above.
8o far as 1 could judge, he carried out his
duties not only fearlessly but, in accordance
with his politieal faith, in the best interests
of the State. TUnforiunately as time went
on, Mr. Dodd's health failed, and his ill-
health eontinued to such an extent that he
hecame more or less a physieal wreek.
Throughout he faeed his ailment with forti-
fude and bravery that few of us, 1
am afraid, eould emulate. T sat next
to him for many years, and I know
that on numerous oeeasions he endeavoure.!
to carry out his duties while gmffering
great physteal agony. I kmow, too, tha:
he was fortunate in having allied himse!f
with a lady who for many years so acted
on his behalf that we can with truth char-
acterise her as a ministering angel. She
locked afier Mr. Dodd, not only in his home
but in this Chamber. It was a sorry spec-
tacle, from time to time, when we saw Mry.
Dodd wheeling our late member all the
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way from North Perth on a hot, broiling
day. After seeing him safely seated in his
place on the floor of the House, she sat for
hours in the more or less draughty corri-
dors of the House until Mr. Dodd had
tinished his duties liere. Then she would
wheel him home again. The expenses at-
tendant upon his illness prevented him
from making that provision for his wife
and family that other members have an
opportunity to do. Some little time be-
fore his death Mr. Dodd was very anxious
about the future of his wife and family.
He spoke to me about the advisability of
embarking upnn a newspaper agency, and
he asked me whether it was a good thing,
I told him thal such businesses were profit-
able undertakings, Unfortunately the hon.
member did not confer further with me,
but negotiated for the purchase of a news-
agency himself. He might well have spoken
to you also, Mr. President, who have had
some experience in these maiters. We
wounld have advised him as to what was a
reasonable price {0 pay for such an agency.
I was sorry to find later that Mr. Dodd
gave more than he should have done for
that ageney. The result is that the busi-
ness has become much over-capitalised.
Nature, as we know it, is often very mm-
just, and so, too, man very ofien follows in
Nature’s path and beeomes a little unfair
too. During last week and again this week,

we have had fong discussions with the ob- .

ject of affording some relief to gronpies—
migrants who have come here from the Old
Land. The State finds everything for those
people, and now we learn that their hold-
ings have been over-capitalised. With one
aceord we have been endeavouring to afford
them some relief so that the Government
may reduce the capital involved in their
undertaking. The object of that is to en-
able the groupies to make a living out of
the businesses in, which they are engaged.
That is really the position in which Mrs.
Dodd’s business ig to-day. Although our
late member spent a comparaiively long
period in repdering good service to the
State, nothing bas been done so far to
recognise those services. On the other
hand, we find that the undertaking upon
whieh he embarked just before his death is
over-capitalised, and up to the present time
no one has dreamt of suggesting any relief.
Nothing has been done for the family of
Mr. Dodd, nor have his services been re-

[COUNGIL.]

cognised. 1t has been suggested that if
some such recognition is offered, the effect
will be Lo create a precedent. I answer
that argument by saying that it will not
create any precedent, because many such
precedents have already been created, I
(o pot wish to mention any names, but if
hon. members will look through the Publie
Accounts they will see instances of con-
sideration having been meted out fo others
who have served the State in this Chamber
or another place. Even if it were to estab-
lish a precedent, it seems to me it would
be a good one, beeause it would simply
mean that the State recognised its obliga-
tions in respeet of services rendered to it.
I am suggesting that this Honse shall make
a request to another place. If hon., mem-
bers will look through the history of the
Parliaments of the British Dominions they
will see that whenever one House had made
a request to another House, the second
House, if only as a matter of courtesy, has
always assented to the request made to
it. I am hopeful that that course
will be adopted in this instance. 1
believe that in another case concerning a
late member of another plare, if a request
came from that House to this House to re-
cognise his serviees, this Honse would gladly
join in assent to whatever proposal was
made. Members will note that T have phrased
the motion rather vaguely. Reading betwean
the lines, however, they will see the reason
for it. Y have done so because this House
cannot propose or suggest anything like a
grant of money, and I have endeavoured so
to frame the motion that even an indireer
grant of money is not imvolved in it. [
suggest to the Government that they recog-
nise the late hon. member’s services, and !
leave it to the Government and another
place to say which is the proper way to
tecognise them. Another place may say it
is sulficient if it passes a vofe of sympathy.
It may resolve that that is the way it re.
cognises such services. If that is the method
of recognising the very great services of
Mr. Dodd, we shall bow to the decision, bul
I do hope the Government will go a little
further and recognise those serviees in some
such substantial manner as they may deem
best. I do not propose to say anything more
on the motion, except to cxpress the bope
that no party eonsiderations will be intro-
duced. I should like the Hounse to carry the
motion unanimously.
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HON. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [447]1: [ have very much
pleasure in seconding the notion. If it
were only necescary to addrers the membera
of this Chamber, few words from me wonld
be required, but we have to appeal to an-
other fribunal, to the genceral publie, in
order to justify our action. So I propesc
to supplement the remarks ¢f Mr. Lovekin
with a few words of myv own. I think we
all agree that there is no particular reasou
why legislators and their dcpendants shouid
be treated differently from the general pub-
lic, and when we a<k for a measure of re-
cognition sueh as this, it is necessary that
we should justify it to the ontside world
We shonld show that there are speecinl cir-
cumstances attached to the case that render
the proeeedings we advocate  desirable.
There is no doubt the latc Mr. Dodd de-
served well of this State. During the early
days of the goldfields he acted as secretary
to a large miners’ union, snd I think he
conducted the affairs of the union with
sanity and success. There was an absence
of friction on the goldfields that enabled the
great machine of gold mining to function
efficiently. Then Mr. Dodd hecame a men-
ber of Parliament and, before many years
were over, he was a Minister of the Crown.
Unfortunately he was then s=frieken with a
dread disease which, in somz of its forms.
is incurable and involves a great deal of
suffering. Such was, unfortunately, the
fate of Mr. Dodd. That fate he bore with
fortitnde, and I think he showed exemplavy
patience. I suppose all the older members
amongst us will associate this House with
that frail fizure sitting in an invalid chaiv
on the right-hand stde of the Chamber. His
conduct in the House and his speechss
showed a width of view and a preat grasp
of principle, and his views were alwavs
eouched in lucid and simple language, H=
exhibited a tolerance of thought toward:
his opponents and a charity in econsidering
the motives that wunderlay their actions.
During the many years I had the privileer
of listening to Mr. Dodd, T do not reeall «
single occasion on which he used any harsh
word that, on later reflection, he might have
desired to withdraw. He adorned and dig-
nified the political life of this State, and he
showed those characteristics which I think
have made our Empire creat—honesty of
purpose, industry, steadfaitnecs, cournge,
and above all, loyalty to the ideals of »
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Christian gentleman. It wav, unfortunately,
not possible for him to make provision dur-
ing his life for his dependzots. The great
majority of ua in this Chamber, 1 sunpose,
are fortunately not dependent on our Par-
linmentary salary, but even we realizse the
drain on our purses through our public
activities. It must be the same in the care
of these members who, like A, Dodd, are
unable to supplement their Parliamentary
income from other sources. He was, un-
fortunately, not able to do that, because he
was handicapped hy ill-health.,  Conse-
quently, after his death we found that he
had not been able to make any provision
for those who were dependent upon him.
Mr. Lovekin has alluded to the matter of
precedent. T myself know that in this State
there have been many precedents for action
of the kind desired. I ean reecall precedent:
that oceurred before the davs of responsible
covernment, and I am also sure that sincs
the days of responsible guvernment other
like preeedents have been ercated. Mr. Dodd
was a man who earned the respect of af!
those with whom he was assorinted, and T
do not know any ease in which aetion such
as is souzht would be more fitting.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[454]: I have very much pleasure in join-
ing with those who are responsible for in-
trodueing this motion. I think Mr. Lovekin
and Dr. Saw are to be congratulated in
having maved in this direction. I feel that
the thanks of the House and of the people
of the State are due to them for secking to
obtain from the Government recognition of
the great services that have been rendered
by Mr. Dlodd, a man whom we all highly
esteemed and respected. In public life, I
am glad to say, he reached a very high mark
indeed. Tn his econduct of affairs and his
consideration of the various weighty matters
that came bhefore the Chamber, we always
found that he brouzht to bear on the debates
a foree that I can truly say has seldom been
equalled, I agree with the remarks of Dr.
Saw and Mr. Lovekin that there are many
preeedents, hut I do not think it necessary
to constder this ease ns estahlishing a pie-
cedent, vitless it be thkat of some other
member who  has rendered equally good

service (o the State, and who shoald
find himself or those dependent wupon
him in the same unfortunate position

in which the late hon. member has left his
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dependants. There is one thing that may be
said of the life of Mr. Dodd. While we can
speak in the highest praise of him as a man
and a member of the Legislature, he was
nably surported by Mrs. Dodd, and we are
only paying a just tribute when we speak in
high terms of praise of his worthy partner
in life who was dependent upon him.
No one could have been more devoted or
shown greater care and attention than did
his worthy partner in life. Her care and
anxiely for him were great. Her solicitude
for him was a wonderful thing, and was
something well worth copying—something
that gives us a nobler and higher ideal of
life and of the people with whom we are
associated. These are matters for considera-
tion when we know the eircumstances in
which the hon. member has left those de-
pendent upon him. T agree with Dr. Saw
that when a motion such as this comes be-
fore us, it 1s necessary jor members to know
that the deceased has left dependants with-
ont adecunte means, just like others to
whose dependants  sinilar  consideration
las beeu given and who have heen focnd,
since the death, to be really nnprovided for.
1 think the people of the State will recog-
nise that in such cases there is something
due to those who have faithfully served them
and who have virlually died at their posts.
The last thing I would expect on a motion
of this kind wounld he for any hon. member
of this TTouse to bring in party considera-
tions. We can rise above party. If, how-
ever, there was an oceasion when the party
spirit should disappear, surely it is on an
oceasion when we are considering the ser-
vices of an hon., member whom we all
respecied. I do not care what brand of
politiecs 2 man mav espouse, 1 regard the
man and his serviees and the eirenmstances
in whieh the dependants have been left, and
being satisfied, as T am in this case, that the
circumstances are such as to call for assist-
anee, I hope the Government will show
markedly their approval of the motion.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.0]:
Though the late Mr. Dodd never rose to full
Ministerial rank, T think it can be said of
him that few nen in the history of the public
life of Western Ausiralia did more in the
direction of preserving peaece and harmony
and the contimity of the welfare of this
State than did the late Mr. Dodd. 1 speak
of 30 years’ aequaintance with the late
rentleman and a elose acquaintanceship, too.

[SOUNGIL.]

As 1 said on the motion of condolence
shortly after he passed away, 1 lost my best
friend, and I think you, Sir, know also the
value that Mr. Dodd was to Western Aus-
tralia and partienlarly in the ecritical days
of the castern goldlields. I venture to say
also that no Minister ever laid down the seal
of his oflice, commanding greater respect
from those wen who served under him, than
the late My, Dodd. CGrenerally speaking it ean
be said that all who knew him loved and re-
spected him For his self-saerifice in the inter-
ests of the State. [t is known that for many
years he rendered those services under great
difficuliies, and that 995 men out of a thou-
sand would have given in, I knew no man
who was more frugal and even more charit-
able than the Jate Mx, Dodd. I am aware
also that his unfortunate ailment from which
he suffered for a period of many years took
the great part of his Parliamentary salary,
all that be had to live on, in the endeavour
to find 2 remedy. 1 am not going to speak
as to the merits or demerits of the measure
of financial assistance that might be given
to the widow. 1 know the widow as well as
I knew the late Mr. 1}odd, and I ean say
that any measure of finanecial help that is
given will be acceptable. Even should it not
be fortheoming, 1 know that the widow will
face the future wilth fortitude.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Road Closure (Qucen-street),
Without amendment.
2, Rducation.
With amendwments.

BILL—GROUP SETTLEMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Commitiee adopted.

BILL—QUARRY RAILWAY
EXTENSION.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER {(Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [5.8] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill
ti to authorise an extension of the
existing  railway known as the Fre-
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mantle  Harbour Works quarry railway.
Erizinelly s railway  was  built  from
Rocky Bay to Rous Head for the pur-
puse of transporting stone which was nged
i the construction of the North and South
moles at Fremantie in 1889, Since then
snall extensions live been made, and the
line now serves the State Implement and En-
gineering Works; the Mt. Lyell Superphos-
phate Works, in addition to the quarry, the
stone from which is utilised for harhour
works purposes. he Colouial Sugar Re-
fining Company have purchased an area of
land further east, known as Location 79, in
the North Fremantie municipality, and they
have also purchaseil other privately owned
land vequired for the railway, while the Cot-
testoe Beaeh Hoad Roard have agreed to the
hine being carrier] ever three roads. If is the
intention of the (ompany tu establish re-
finery works on thi- location, and at the re-
guest of the Compauny, the construetion work
of the railway is bwing earried out by the
Public Works Dep:rtent on an undertak-
ing that the Company will pay actual cost,
including overheaii charges. On com-
pletion, the Comp.mv will be granted a
lease of a strip of land which belongs to
the Crown, and thriengzh whieh a section of
the line passes. 7The establishment of these
works by the Coloninl Sugar Refining Com-
panv wiil no douht ba very welcome, nar-
ticularly in view of the jneonvenience we
have expericnced in this State from time to
time owing to the shortage of sugar. It will
naturally be of preat advantage to have
dailv supplies available from a loeal refinery
instead of our heing dependent upon period-

ical shipments from refineries in other
States.
Hon, Sir Williain Lathlain: How many

people will they employ?

The HONORARY MINISTER:: The num-
ber of men that wil! be regularly employed
in the refinery will be in the vieinity of 40,
but at special times, and particularly during
the raw sugar seasen, while shipments are
heing received, the number will be increased
to approximately 9¢. The quantity of re-
fined sngar to he produced annually will be
approximately 18,000 tons. A commence-
ment has been made in the preparation of
the site for the works: tenders have been
let for the huilding of two coltages at a
enst of £1,600, while it is also intended to
build a residence for the refinery manager,
and to constrmet several other cottages for
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employees. The urea owned by the Com-
pany is approximately 28 acres and proh-
uiiy seven acres will be required or re-
rerved tor the refinery proper. The Com-
pany arve making every cifort to obtain
all material and  equipment required 1o
the con-tenction of the refinery within the
State, and it is anticipated that 6,000
tong of local coal will be used per an-
mun. The vearly consumption of Govern-
ment water in the refinery is estimated to be
about 10 million gallons; while the goods
and material to be earried over the line will
be well over 0,000 tons annually. ‘The
Bill gives power of resumption of the
lease granted to the Company subject to
eompensation fo the lessee, und also provides
that the lessee shall, if required by the Min-
ister, grant to any Government department
the right to constrnet sidings, or to use the
railway by locomoiives and rolling stock, on
termsz and conditions to be mutually agreed
npon or determined by arbitration. The es-
tablishment of this industry will be of great
value to Western Anstralia, and as the State
progresses its value must necesarily in-
crease. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by Hon. A. J. H. Saw, debate
adjonrned.

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Tlehate resumed from the 20th Navember.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.14}:
1 bhave heard it expressed hy some mem-
hers that this measure does not concern the
Legisiative Council as much as it does the
Legislative Assembly, and that therefore we
need not give it a great amount of attention,
T dn not fall in with that view because I
frel that whatever vitally affeets the elee-
toral houndaries of one Chamber also vitally
affeets the beundaries of the provinces of
the other, and alsothe interests of the
whole of the people concerned. So when
a question of redistribution of seats comes
np, it is well for us to look carefuliy into
the representation to be provided. Beeause,
after all. we are just as vitally econcerned
in the welfare of the country and the method
of representation as is another Chamber.
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Looking through the Bill, I was siruck with
the idea that the change of representation
is to he all in oune direction, namely to trans-
fer a greater representation to the metro-
politarr area and overlook entirely the agri-
cultural areas.

Mou. E. H. Harris: They have not over-
looked them, they have jgnored them.

Mon., V. HAMERSLYY: The change in
the population is so nearly equal as be.
tween the metropolitan and the agrieunltursl
areas that it is remarkable the Bill does
not make better provision for increased re-
presentation for the agrienltural areas
where so much attention has been given by
the Government, where such a large amount
of capital is being invested, and where such
an amount of good, useful work is being
done. When we consider the diffienlties
those people in the outhback areas experience
in giving expression to their requirements,
it floes seem strange that they should have
been overlooked in the Bill. Tt we take up
the returns issued by the Commissioner ot
Taxation, we notice that the valuations in
the country areas hold their own remark-
ably well with the incereased wvaluations in
the metfropolitan area. We find also that
the production of the agricultural areas has
progressed by leaps and hounds, The agri-
cultural production has almost doubled in
value within the last few years. Yet no
more representation is to be given to those
arcas than they have had fur many veurs
past. When we consider the disabilities
under which those people suffer in giving
expression to their views, it seems (o me an
unfairness is Geing done to thewm hy the
alierations proposed in the Bill. The people
of the agricultural areas are seaitered far
and wide. At eleclion time many of
them, in order to record their votes,
have to travel many miles. Yer of course
it is teo expensive for the Covermment to
put in a larger number of electoral hooths
than is the custom at election time, So it
means that many of those people in outhack
districis are practically debarred from vot-
ing. Nevertheless in the Bill it i=s proposed
that the person who has travelled 20 miles
in order to vote is to have a vote of only
the same value as 114 votes in the metro-
politan area. I think the discrepancy is
altogether too narrow.

Hon. J. Cornell: That line of reasoning
dors not affeet the hon, member himself.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY: No, I am not
referring to mmy own case; 1 am referring to
people throughout the more remote areas.
in the metropolitan area there are so many
facilities close at hand that almost any per-
soin ean go and record his vote with the loss
of Lalf an hour, whereas in eountry areas
it would cost a man practically the whole
of the day. That applies virtually through-
out the State heyond the metropolitan avex.
IFor the remote settler to cast his vote, he
must be prepared to give up a great deal
of time and undertake quite a journey. It
is very much more difficult for those men
to attend at a booth and vote than it is
for the electors in the metropolitan area.
So 1 say the respective ¢noias should be
very different from what they are. T can-
not claim to know a very great deal abouc
the working out of these schemes, but T
really think the existing Act would be very
much fairer than is the Bill to the agricul-
tural districts. TPersonally, T almost feel
it would be hetter were we to continue under
that Aet. T know that many people will
claim it is due that there should bhe an
amendment of the clectoral boundaries, but
1 certainly think the existing Act is very
mnch Fairer than the Bill, Tt is not a matter
of party. It is a question of the people
in the onthack ecountry, whether miners.
sandalwood  getfers, timber hewers, or
farmers. All shonld he given opportunity
to say that they have a representative at
headquarters to speak to the Government
on their hehalf. All those people have their
troubles and diffliculties, notwithstanding
which they are all law-ahiding ecitizens cost-
ing the eountry very little in point of police,
protection, and in nany  instances very
little in point of education or hospitals.
I see the Chief Sccrctary smiling at that,
bt we know it is very expensive to provide
these facilities in oumtback areas. I am re-
ferring to large areas where there are prac-
{ically no children to be schooled; for in
many of those disiricts the men do not take
to themselves wives, because of the hard-
ships and difficulties to be confronted. Those
people are out there exiracting wealth for
the ecountry and developing the country, Tf
there are only a few hundred of them, they
at least want the knowledge that they have
someone at headquarters to speak on their
behalf.  In the metropolitan area, if the
people have anv difficulties and trinls and
tronbles they can give expresson to them,
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because they are practically knocking at the
door of the Government the whole time.

Hon. Sir Wiiliam Lathlain: They have
fo knock a long time,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : 8¢ if the quota
were 10,000 in the metropolitan area and
ounly 2,000 in the outer areas, it would be
about a fair equivalent, for the reasons I
have given.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Do you think it equit-
able that 100 people in the country should
have double the voting power in the House
of 100 in the town?

Hon, G. W. Miles: Of course he does, and
vou do, teo.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It is perfectly
equitable. If won take the production for
which the man in the country is responsibie,
and the number of people who rely on his
work, you must sec that it is perfeetly
equitable.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Bill does not
provide for prodhtion bheing the basis of
voting power.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Still it is a
grave and important consideration. Fre-
quently we hear t1lk ahout the one vote one
value principle. 1 hold no brief for that
principle. For instanee, we find that the
aged people all have a vote, although they
have got heyond the stage of producing
wealth for the country, Then we have a
great many people who come into the towns,
They are really non-producers.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Many of them arve
retired farmers.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Probably, but
I am referring more to those who delve into
the bowels of the earth for gold, or those
actually at work in country districts. They
are creating something that has to eompete
in the markets of the world and keep this
country financial.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You hold that work
is only of value when done in the enuntry.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: No, but I say
the work done in the country is of the ut-
most value to the State in keeping it finan-
cial in the markets of the world,

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: YWhat about
the man making agriculiural implements in
the city?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: He, too, is a
big burden on the man who has to use those
imptements. He is one of these whom the
man in the country has to earry on his back.
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He should not be permitted to have a vote.
le is ereating these implements under very
high Customs duties, which in themselves
are another burden on the man in the coun-
try who has to use those implements. Be-
cause of the tarifi the very machinery that
man is using is costing three times as much
as it did a few years ago. If we continue
to give the bulk of the voting strength to
the larger cenlres, those burdens will be still
Lurther inereased.

Hon. S William Lathlain: What eflect
can the metropolitan electors have on the
tavifi?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: They have a
hig say in it, and their voice is listened to
hecause they are on the doorstep of the
Qovernment;  whereas the people in the
sountry are not listened to, bevnuse they ave
so scattered that it is diffieult for them to
et toxether to give full expression to their
views.

IHon. J. Nicholson: Do not the people in
the towns pay rates or taxes, or anvthing
like that?

Hon, V, HAMERSLEY: I believe they
de.  On loaking up the figures, T find thev
do not pay anvthing like the same amount
in taves as the country people do, and that
their unimproved valuations are not so great
as Lhose in eountry aveas.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Can you give us the
figures?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Yes. The un-
improved value in the metropolitan area is
£13,799,447.

Hon. J. Nicholson: A tidy sum, is it not%

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: In the case of
goldfields towns it 15 £103,306, and for other
town and country lands £17,5613,557, ex-
cluding Crown leases, which are allowed
four seats. The valuation on which the
eountrv  districts are being taxed is
£4,000,000 greater than the valuation in the
metropolitan area. The country areas, be-
ing so large and their population so seat-
tered, really want better representation to
defend their rights from the onslaughts
made upon them periodieally.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They are getting 50
per cent. more representation now.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I have stated
my views. The existing Act seems to me
preferable to the Bill. Certainly the farmer
is not heing allowed a fair margin in the
proposed redistribution. I do not want
one vote one valne, hecause the earnings are
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not the zame, and earnings are a most im-
t vriant factor to the State.

Hon. J. Nicholson: | thought the farm-
ers were making nothing just now,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: They do not
nkike much atter paying taxes. I shall not
opj ose the second reading, but hope that in
Conmmiittiee some amendinents will he ac-
ceptedd,

EQN. C. F. BAXTER (East) [5.33]: [
eertainly think the Bill offers some advan-
tages over the Aect. Like the previous
speaker, I am surprised to note that the
representation of the agrieultural areas is
not to be altered, whilst other portions of
the State are to be granted inereased rep-
resentation. It matters not what argument
may be advanced: Western Australia 1s
going to have inereased population every
year, and that increase must be in the agri-
cultural distriets.  Yet not the slightest
provision is made for inereased representa-
tion of those distriets.

Hon. A. Lovckin: We will take that
fence when we come to it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is all very
well, but we have the I3l belore us now,
The measure is many years overdue. Be-
fore another measure of the same kind is
presented to Parliament, it will also be long
overdue. In the meantime the agricultural
districts are to suffer from the inadequate
representation.  Of our cities and their
representation T do not take quite Mr.
Hamersley’s view. 8iill, were the ecities
represented by helf their present number
of members, they would be well represen-
ted. Members generally are in touch with
the capital day by day, and become con-
nected with it in certain respects. Tha
eity is taxed, bnt eventually all taxation
falls hack on the producing interesta.
Really, what revenne is the ¢ity producing?
A rity is a neerssary evil, a kind of pora-
sitical zrowth.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
arv industries?

Hon. C. 1. BAXTER: They are a bur-
den on the primary industries, and are bol-
stered np by bonuses and so forth. Wa
have only to look at the Federal position.
What has caused the enormous expenditnre
of money at Canberra?

Tlon. E. H. Harris:
people.

Ifon. C. F. BAXTER: No. The wmost
important factor towards the establishment

What about seeond-

The will of the

[COUNCIL.]

ol Cauberra was that I'ederal members had
beeoine “‘Melbournised.”’ Tt is the sume as
vegards the eity of Ferth. Tiven country
meinbers come under town influences.

Hon. E. II. Harris: You yourself have
been in the city a goed while.

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: That remark ap-
plies also to the hon. member interjecting.
It is not necessary for the city to have so
much representution.

Hon, J. Cornell: Why wnol shift Parlia-
ment to Southern Cross?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Ministers and
ex-Ministers like myself, who have visited
Melbourne frequently, are well aware that
Federal members generally were to a great
extent under the influence of Mlelbourne.
The case is similar as regards Perth. Yet
this Bill proposes to inerease metropolitan
representation by another five members.

Hon. J. Niebolson: What ahout seeking
to prevent the ‘‘Perthisation’’ of membersi
\WWhy not insert something in the Bill te
say that Parliament should sit first in
Perth and then in varions country towns?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Reform of human
nature is the only remedy. To leave coun-
{ry districts on the same hasis of Parlia-
mentary representution as the eity is ab-
solntely unfair. Apart from that aspee:
the Bill is reasonable, and worthy of sup-
port. Country districts and scattered
areas have many wants. A city member
can get all over his provinece or electorate
in 24 hours.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do not city member:
show consideration for the country?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Sometimes they
show scant consideration for the country,
as regards the vermin tax for instance. [f
city members were reasonable they would
say, ‘‘This Bill propuses too much repre-
sentation for the metropolitan area.” The
country districts need adequate representa-
tion in this Chamber, and that is not ob-
tainable on the quotas proposed by the
Bill. The seetion that produces revenue will
not reeeive justice under this measure.

Hon. A, Lovekin: The basis of repre-
sentation is people.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Were it not for
the revenue produced by the country dis-
tricts, where would the city of Perth be!?

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tt wonld not have the
same number of people.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Tndustries should
have reasonable representation. The agrie-
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ultural areas are certainly not receiving
fair consideration under the Bill, and
in  the future that position will be
accentuated by inerease of seftlement
in outside distriets. When I was
first elected, it was nol necessary to o
near large areans of the province, because
there was no settlement in them; but now
not one part of that tremendous expanse of
country  remains unsettled.  This great
development has taken place in 14 years
And yet the provinee is to remmain dormant
in respect of Parliamentary representation
until another Bill of this kind is hrought
forward.

Hon. A. Tovekin: We give vou man for
mnan, and 50 per cent. thrown in for wheat
and sheep.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER : The congested
arens of the eily eould do very well with
their present number of members.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Do youn sug-
gest that a metropolitan resident has more
intelligence than a country resident?

Hou. C. ¥. BAXTER: Not for 2 moment.
That has ecertninly not been shown in this
Chamber. I repeat, the Bill does not give
the agricultural distriets fair representation;
and as time goes on, that position will be-
cotne worse.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Metropolitan members
represent the arricullural areas, as well as
country members.

Hou, C. ¥, BAXTER: Yes, until import-
ant questions come up, and lhen the agri-
cultural " arens are very quickly dropped.
Take the vermin tax as an example.

Hon, J. Nicholson: What was wrong with
that?

Hon, €. F. BAXTER: The agricultural
arcas have to find two-thirds of the taxation,
ardl the pastoral areas expend two-thirds,
That arrangement is quite in aecord with
the present Bill.

Several meinbers interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Government
are going to make their position secure, for
which one cannot hlame them. The Bill is
a tmore reasonable onc than I expected from
the Government. Sinee it is an improve-
ment on the existing Aet, I support the
measure.

On maotion by Hon.
adjourned.

G. W. Miles, debate

House adjourncd at 544 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m. and read prayers.

PETITION—LIQUOR TRATFIC,
Earlier Closing of Hotels.

Mr. MANN: I have a pelition to present
to the House from the Western Australian
Prohibition League. With your permission,
§ir, 1 will read ibe prayer, as follows:—

To the Honourable the Speaker and " hon.
mawbers of the Legislative Aasembly of West-
ern  Aastralia in Parlinment assembled—The
humble petition of the undersigned residents
of Western Australia over the age of 21 show-
eth that whereas from time to time the public
sale of intoxicating liquor hag been restricted
Ly the Purlinment of Western Australia with
beneficial results, and as the e.\:pcndituru on
intoxieating llquor in this State is abnormally
high, and as this Mp(‘nﬂlture results in a h:gll
pereentage of critne, much economic waste
and human unhappiness, your petitioners pray
that amending legislation may be introduced
at an early date providing for the closing of
all llquor bars at 6 p.m., or that amending
legislation may be introduced to provide for an
immediate referendum of the electors on the
question of the hour of closing, And your
petitioners as in duty bound will for ever pray.

The petition is signed by 14,000 electors and
I move—

That the petition be received.

Question put and passed.

URGENCY MOTION DISALLOWED.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have reeeived from
the member for York the following letter:—

The Hon. the Speaker: T desire to inform
vnn that it is my intention, on the House meet-
ing this afternoon at 4.30 p.m., to move under
Standing Qrder 47 the adjournment of the
House for the purpose of ventilating the hasty



